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first: in-text citations



how to include evidence from sources

● Direct quotation
○ Author’s last name + year of publication + page number
○ “Direct quotation,” (McCallister, 1990, p. 145).
○ You must copy the words exactly!

● Indirect quotation (paraphrase)
○ Author’s last name + year of publication
○ Your paraphrase of author’s point (McCallister, 1990).
○ Use your own words and sentence structure!



also: two methods to do this

● Incorporate the citation within your discussion
○ As Ahmed (2016) points out, the data are not always clear. [indirect quotation]
○ As Ahmed (2016) explains, “data that at first glance appear to support a given 

hypothesis are rarely that straightforward” (p. 83). [direct quotation]

● Include the entire citation after the quotation
○ Yet as researchers have shown, the data are not always clear (Ahmed, 2016). 

[indirect quotation]
○ Yet as researchers assert, “data that at first glance appear to support a given 

hypothesis are rarely that straightforward” (Ahmed, 2016, p. 83). 
[direct quotation]



signal verb variety (The Everyday Writer p.145)

acknowledges   concludes    emphasizes replies

advises    concurs    expresses   reports

agrees   confirms    interprets   responds

allows   criticizes    lists   reveals

answers   declares    objects   says

asserts   describes    observes   states

believes   disagrees    offers    suggests

charges   discusses    opposes   thinks

claims   disputes    remarks   writes



in-text citations always point to 
your reference list
So:

● In-text citations = inside the paper
● Reference citations = at the end of the paper

Tip: 

● create the reference citations first, as you research. Include all 
possible sources that you encounter

● as you use sources in your rough draft, copy the reference citations 
into a second list containing only sources you actually use



MyBib supports this nicely… Zotero is great too.

https://www.mybib.com/
https://www.zotero.org/


Long quotations (40 words or more) as above



more than one author?

● Two authors…
○ Research by Wegener and Petty (1994) supports...
○ (Wegener & Petty, 1994)

● Three or more authors…
○ Kernis et al. (1993) suggest…
○ (Kernis et al., 1993)



quoting a secondary source?

● When your source quotes another author
● Ideally, track down the original (primary) source and use it. Otherwise:

○ Johnson argued that...  (as cited in Smith, 2003, p. 102).
○ (Johnson, 1985, as cited in Smith, 2003, p. 102).

● In your reference list, cite the secondary source from which you 
referenced the original, since that’s the one you read. In this case, only 
the full citation for
Smith (2003) would appear in your reference list.



Excellent details for all of this on the 
Purdue OWL website

*Online Writing Lab

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html


Also, strong recommendations: a citation machine 
that also tracks your sources, like MyBib or Zotero

https://www.mybib.com/
https://www.zotero.org/


next: reference list

—The New Yorker



a detailed look at a reference list entry



basic reference list format: books

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for 
subtitle. Publisher Name. DOI (if available)

Stoneman, R. (2008). Alexander the Great: A life in legend. Yale 
University Press.

all these examples from Purdue OWL

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_books.html


basic reference list format: edited books

Editor, E. E. (Ed.). (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for 
subtitle. Publisher. DOI (if available)

Leitch, M. G., & Rushton, C. J. (Eds.). (2019). A new companion to Malory. D. 
S. Brewer & Sons.



basic reference list format: edited book + author

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for 
subtitle (E. Editor, Ed.). Publisher. DOI (if available)

Malory, T. (2017). Le morte darthur (P. J. C. Field, Ed.). D. S. Brewer & Sons. 
(Original work published 1469-70)



basic reference list format: translation

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for 
subtitle (T. Translator, Trans.). Publisher. (Original work published YEAR) 
DOI (if available)

Plato (1989). Symposium (A. Nehamas & P. Woodruff, Trans.). Hackett 
Publishing Company. (Original work published ca. 385-378 BCE)



basic reference list format: article or chapter in 
an edited book
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year of publication). Title of chapter. In E. E. 

Editor & F. F. Editor (Eds.), Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle 
(pp. pages of chapter). Publisher. DOI (if available)

Armstrong, D. (2019). Malory and character. In M. G. Leitch & C. J. Rushton 
(Eds.), A new companion to Malory (pp. 144-163). D. S. Brewer & Sons.



basic reference list format: article in an 
electronic journal
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of 

Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages. 
https://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyy

Baniya, S., & Weech, S. (2019). Data and experience design: Negotiating 
community-oriented digital research with service-learning. Purdue 
Journal of Service-Learning and International Engagement, 6(1), 
11–16. https://doi.org/10.5703/1288284316979

do not copy URLs from your browser’s address bar!



different formats for 
different sources
Bookmark the Purdue OWL site!



creating journal article citations

● EMU library database may have a citation already available
● MyBib, Zotero, or the citation tools for Word & Google Docs
● Watch for capitalization errors!



practice: create a reference for a journal article

Student Loan Debt Letters: How Colleges 
Communicate Debt with Students

https://emu.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscoh
ost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=150311123&s
ite=ehost-live&scope=site

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of 
the article. Name of the Periodical, 
volume(issue), #–#. https://doi.org/xxxx

Try it!

https://emu.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=150311123&site=ehost-live&scope=site
https://emu.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=150311123&site=ehost-live&scope=site
https://emu.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&AN=150311123&site=ehost-live&scope=site


practice: create a reference for a journal article

Student Loan Debt Letters: How Colleges 
Communicate Debt with Students

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of the 
article. Name of the Periodical, volume(issue), 
#–#. https://doi.org/xxxx

Taylor, Z., Holthaus, G., & Weber, K. (2021). 
Student loan debt letters: How colleges 
communicate debt with students. 
Journal of Personal Finance, 20(1), 26–39.

exactly like this!

https://doi.org/xxxx


Sample APA formatted paper

—from our friends at the Purdue OWL

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html


Sample APA 
formatted 

papers

—from the APA website

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-paperswl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-paperswl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-paperswl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html
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