
SGA Meeting Minutes 
10/13/2020 

Attending: Co-President Anisa Leonard, Co-President Allison Shelly, Co-President Justice 
Allen, Vice President Theo Yoder,  Treasurer Hannah Nichols, VP of Marketing Asha Beck,, 

Student Life Rep.Rachel Roth Sawatsky, Student Life Rep. Shannon Dycus, Administrative Rep. 
Amy Springer Hartsell, Faculty Rep.  Matthew Siderhurst, Isaac Andreas, Ani Beitzel, Akiel 
Baker, Cindi Boyer, Elizabeth Hoffman, Phillip Krabill, Coleman Maxwell, Adam Peachey, 

Molly Piwonka, Ruth Reimer-Berg, Sophia Sherrill  
Absent: Alyssa Breidigan, Shannon Cooper 

1. Call to Order at 8: 
2. Roll Call and Check-In 
3. Approval of minutes from 10/7/2020: Minutes approved. 
4. Announcements 

a. Update on Proposal for Asynchronous Classes 
i. Meeting will happen with administration tomorrow (10-15-20) 

b. THANK YOUs 
i. Thanks was given to all those who helped out for voter registration 

5. Old Business 
a. Vote to acknowledge Tahj’ae’s Resignation 

i. Tahj’ae was contacted and she wishes everyone well and would like to 
stay involved with BSA. 

Motion (Isaac Andreas): Motion to acknowledge Tahj’ae’s resignation 
 

Adam Peachey seconds 
 
Approve: 12 
Against: 0 
Abstaining: 0 
Motion passes. 

b. Discussion on inclusion of the rule prohibiting SGA executives from holding 
leadership in other clubs into our constitution 

i. Hannah mentioned that she would like to have more conversations with 
Shannon Dycus and Rachel to get a better understanding of how they can 
implement policies that directly affect students without getting student 
feedback 

ii. Coleman said that if he was in Tahj’ae’s position that he doesn’t know if 
he would agree with the rule. He is a very involved person.  

iii. Sophia clarified that we are talking about Shannon Dycus and not 
Shannon Cooper. She also said that open communication to students is 
essential for rules like this. 

iv. Adam agreed and said that we should add it to our constitution to avoid 
confusion because this rule is going to be into effect for a long time. 

v. Phillip said that executive committee should initial something before they 
run so they acklondege the rule 

vi. Coleman said he wants more clarity on the rule 



vii. Allison shared that as a benefit of this rule is that when Theo stepped 
down from ultimate club leadership, a female could fill his place 

viii. Anisa said that she was thankful for this rule because there is a conflict of 
interest for her being co-president and involved in BSA leadership. 

 
Motion (Cindi Boyer): Motion to put the inclusion rule in writing in the SGA constitution 
 
Liz Hoffman seconds 

Discussion: 
- Adam: We should amend the motion to include that the rule cannot be 

waived with ⅔ voting. 
 
Amended Motion (Adam Peachey): Motion to put the inclusion rule in writing into the 
SGA constitution with the clause that the rule can not be waived with ⅔ voting.  

 
Cindi Boyer seconds 
Approve: 11 
Against: 2 
Abstaining: 1 
Motion passes. 
 

6. New Business 
a. BSA Funding Request 

i. BSA is looking for reimbursement for supplies used to create the Black 
Lives Matter mural outside the commons. The total amount they are 
looking for is $1,860. They are going to provide the receipts by next 
week’s meeting, and the voting will take place then. 
 

b. Election Day Statement  
i. Fred and Shannon Dycus created a statement in which SGA will sign. The 

statement acknowledges the differences that exist on campus and 
encourages students to vote, as well as acknowledges aspects of history 
that are racialized and genderized. 

c. Fall Treat 
i. SGA has a large budget and clubs are struggling to find ways to hold safe 

events. How can we help them? 
ii. Asha mentioned that our budget comes from student activities fees. We 

want to use the money that students are paying. 
iii. Hannah asked Rachel about whether individual students can write up 

proposals to ask for money, or if they have to be with a club 
iv. Rachel said she needs to look into that more 
v. Amy said that she does not know 

vi. Rachel said that she is going to look into it more 
vii. Adam said that students like free food  



viii. Akiel said that BSA talked about designing masks and having a 
competition.  

ix. Hannah mentioned that our internal budget must be given to clubs, while 
our operating budget can be used to buy things ourselves. 

 
7. Open Floor 

a. Community Engagement Committee (Adam Peachey) 
i. Ideas for better community engagement or boosting school spirit? 

1. Spirit song is being discussed 
2. Royal blue out day 
3. Love EMU statue 

ii. Community involvement  
1. Encourages continued involvement in the community by EMU 

students 
2. Food bank 
3. Caring day/day of service 

iii. Allison mentioned she would love to see better student sections at athletic 
events. 

 
b. Creation Care Council (Liz Hoffman) 

i. Focused on engaging the community about sustainability 
ii. There was a change of administration so working to make it more 

streamlined with sustainability goals 
iii. Prioritizing climate change goals at EMU 
iv. Core class for sustainability 
v. Anisa agreed with the core class idea 

vi. Philip agrees 
vii. Asha asked how on track EMU is with sustainability goals 

viii. Isaac said that the climate action plan was endorsed by the previous 
president but since the change in administration and financial hardships, 
everything has fallen apart. 
 

c. Academic Council (Allison Shelly) 
i. Credit/no credit option is being discussed, sga senators have been talking 

to Zach Yoder to help with this discussion. 
 

d. CODI (Anisa Leonard) 
i. There are various committees present, Anisa mentioned that she is 

working on a gender inclusive housing proposal. They also talked about 
the BSA list of demands as a result of the BSA barbershop being used as a 
COVID-19 testing site. 

 
e. Convocation Committee (Akiel Baker) 

i. They are finding ways to get students to come to convocation instead of 
feeling forced 



ii. Performance based convocations 
iii. Trying to get convocation points available for homecoming weekend 
iv. There is way on the website to suggest events that should include 

convocation points  
v. Potential convocation on Oct. 28 about facing the election that the political 

clubs may host. They are looking for feedback. 
f. Cross Cultural Committee (Ruth and Isaac) 

i. Will CC happen? How to communicate that with students is being 
discussed 

ii. Quarantining during CC so EMU doesn’t infect the country EMU is 
traveling to is being discussed. 

iii. Sustainability policy is going to move forward 
iv. EMU funding for CC is being looked at 

 
8. Anisa mentioned that students want professor’s to more strict enforcement of mask 

wearing during class 
a. Amy was surprised to hear this 
b. Shannon Dycus asked if this was occurring in person and Anisa said yes 
c. Anisa said that every class she goes to there is someone not properly wearing their 

mask 
d. Molly said that she had to say something to students in her class. There are 

students eating as well in her classes. 
e. Shannon Dycus said that she is taking notes and she will communicate this to the 

deans during one of her daily meetings with them.  
f. Coleman said that this rule with masks needs to be reiterated 

9. Sophia said that she is bothered by the amount of complaints about cafeteria food in 
SGA’s office hour records.  

a. Allison said that as much as possible we should be thanking Bruce Emmerson and 
get to know him. 

10. Hannah finished the meeting by reading a passage from a book  
 
 
Meeting ended at 9:11 pm 
Recorded by Theo Yoder  
 
 
 


