
SGA Meeting Minutes 
11/13/19 

Attending: Co-President Leah Wenger, Co-President Seth Weaver, Vice-President Emma 
Yoder, Treasurer Hannah Nichols, Secretary Anisa Leonard, VP of Marketing Theodore Yoder, 

Administration Rep. Amy Springer, Student Life Rep. Shannon Dycus,   Faculty Rep. Matt 
Siderhurst, Ariel Barbosa, Alyssa Breidigan, Chelsea Brubaker, Tahj’ae Coleman, Elizabeth 

Dagliano,  Donaldo Lleshi, Rhonda Obaugh,  Ruth-Reimer-Berg, Fibi Souleymane, Katie 
Zuercher,    

Absent:Student Life Rep. Rachel Roth Sawatzky,,Isaac Andreas, Justice Allen, Emma Hoover 
1. Call to Order at 8:03 
2. Roll Call and Check-In 
3. Approval of minutes from  11/6/19: Minutes approved. 
4. Announcements 

a. Spring 2020 Election 
i. There are three meetings left including the one on 11/13/19. 

ii. Senators are to indicate their intent to return next semester.  
5. Old Business 

a. EMU Explore non-discrimination clause 
i. EMU explore is a club fostered around creating outdoor experiences for 

students.  
ii. This constitutional revision adds the EMU non-discrimination clause as 

well as removes some parts pertaining to clubprograming. The club 
changed membership guidelines to include everyone on their email list. 
The club also moved to a structure with co-presidents, instead of one, and 
added a social media coordinator, removing the role of historian.   

iii. EMU explore recently launched canoe crowdfunding. They also recently 
had a very successful group hike to Old Rag. 

Motion (Dags):  To approve the changes  to EMU Explore constitution to including  the 
non-discrimination clause 

 
Donaldo seconds. 

 
Approve: 14 
Against: 0 
Abstaining: 2 
Motion passes. 
 

6. New Business 
a. Latino Student Alliance funding request 

i. LSA is requesting $160 for the Sabor Latino: Homeless Donation. The 
club wants to use funds purchase bins to collect food and other necessities 
in Common Grounds. Some money will go to bins, some  to renting space 
in common grounds, and some for food items to get people to come to the 
event. Any extra money will go to Open Doors, the organization they are 
partnering with.  

ii. If this request is approved SGA will have about $1200.  



iii. This request was not included in the LSA budget. LSA  was allocated 
$1300 this semester. The club is  planning to include this food drive in 
their budget next year.  

Motion (Chelsea ): To give LSA the $160 requested for the drive 
 

Tahj’ae seconds. 
 
Further discussion. 

- Hannah and Alyssa discussed ways that SGA could get more involved in this 
project, maybe helping with advertising.  

Approve: 11 
Against: 0 
Abstaining: 2 
Motion passes. 
 

b.  Young Democrats funding request 
i. Young Democrats is requesting $150 dollars for t-shirts. They currently 

have 15 active members.  
ii. Young Democrats already has had numerous events such as hosting debate 

watch parties. They hope to do more events in the future.  
iii. If we approve this request SGA has a little over $1000 dollars 
iv. Discussion  

1. Chelsea said she would be fine approving this request as long as 
SGA made it known that they want to move away from funding t-
shirts in the future, as well as made that known at the USO 
meeting. 

2. Seth asked Senate if they felt comfortable making the statement 
that SGA will encourage other funding means for t-shirts (ie bake 
sale) but not actual funding of t-shirts. 

Motion (Katie): To give Young Democrats their $150 requested for t-shirts.  
 

Ariel seconds. 
Approve: 12 
Against: 0 
Abstaining: 2 
Motion passes. 
 

7. Open Floor 
a. Hannah brought up Late Night Pancakes. If this money comes from student 

activities fees SGA would have a little over $400 left. Hannah mentioned SGA 
should send out an announcement saying no-more funding requests for the last 
year.  

b. Hannah also mentioned the question of what happens to the left over pancakes? 
i. Leah informed senate that In the caf things can be reheated once. If still 

not eaten, all items are thrown away. 



ii. Hannah said that leftover food that SGA purchases, students then 
repurchase in the caf. Leftover food could go to students, or into the 
dorms. Earlier in the year SGA spent $700 on 15 containers of  ice cream, 
and only five were used.  

iii. Senate affirmed that SGA talking to the caf is a worthwhile conversation.  
c. Hannah and Alyssa brought up the idea that instead of allowing surplus funds to go 

into roll-over funds , the amount (about 2-5% of total budget) could go towards 
making some sort of charity donation. SGA currently has about $15,000 in roll-
over. 

i. Chelsea shared concern that club’s  which SGA didn’t fully fund might get 
upset if money went to a charity.  

ii. Hannah responded that their frustration is a valid concern, she explained 
that any money clubs were budgeted that they didn’t spend are taken from 
them and put into roll-over as well.  

iii. Matt shared that at EMU  individual  departments can make capital 
requests, big item proposals at the end of the year that higher ups might 
decide to sponsor with left over money.  Clubs could make proposals and 
SGA could compare them and decide to fund one, almost like a lottery 
system 

iv. Donaldo reiterated that if SGA doesn’t use the money it gets lost. He 
encourages SGA to spend left over money  that through innovative ways. 
SGA could ask “if you had $10,000 ground, what would you do with it?”  

v. Hannah will talk to the business office and find out what ways SGA can 
transfer money.  

d. Ariel brought up that at the Royal’s Den sharing a few  things that bother  her 
regarding sustainability such as lack of compost.  

i. Ariel helped implement compost into the Royal’s Den, however she felt 
like there wasn’t support from the management.  

ii. The Royal’s Den also still uses styrofoam, choosing not to use actual 
plates due to water costs. The Royal’s Den also has a lot of to-go 
containers that customers can purchase as a deposit.  

iii. SGA is in support of Ariel having conversation with Bruce about this.  
e. Leah and Seth talked to EMU Board of Trustees this weekend. T 

i. They presented giving a synopsis about how things are going for students. 
They talked about athletic success, excitement about the science center 
renovation. put pressure on the board about climate action. They talked 
about Saftey and Sex (SAX) target towards bystander training, giving 
students resources, and reducing stigma.  

ii. Anisa asked if they brought up some of the frustrations minority students 
at EMU are feeling. They said, they hadn’t explicitly.  

f. Chelsea met with the Institutional Review Board (IRB). 
i. The IRB  had one proposal which they returned to the person who 

proposed it due to lack of clarity.  
g. Emma said that Forum Committee had their first forum, on Climate Action, today. 

About thirty people were in attendance and it went well. The forum discussed what 
EMU is doing to be sustainable and what steps it hopes to take in the future.  



i. Seth said it felt like the forum  reduced some of the strain between the 
administration and students. A lot of institutional energy has been spent 
towards financial sustainability, not environmental. 

ii. Anisa shared that many higher ups has not heard about the climate action 
plan simply because it fell through the cracks in administration change.  

Meeting ended at 8:57pm 
Recorded by Anisa Leonard 
 


