
SGA Meeting Minutes 
10/30/19  

Attending: Co-President Seth Weaver, Vice-President Emma Yoder, Treasurer Hannah Nichols, 
Secretary Anisa Leonard, VP of Marketing Theodore Yoder, Student Life Rep. Shannon Dycus,   

Faculty Rep. Matt Siderhurst,  Justice Allen, Isaac Andreas, Chelsea Brubaker, Tahj’ae Coleman, 
Elizabeth Dagliano,  Emma Hoover, Rhonda Obaugh,  Ruth-Reimer-Berg, Katie Zuercher   

Absent: Co-President Leah Wenger, Administration Rep. Amy Springer, Student Life Rep. 
Rachel Roth Sawatzky, Ariel Barbosa, Alyssa Breidigan, Donaldo Lleshi, Fibi Souleymane 

 
1. Call to Order at 8:03 
2. Roll Call and Check-In 
3. Approval of minutes from  10/23/19: Minutes approved. 
4. Announcements 
5. Old Business 

a. Internal Subcommittee check in 
i. Forum Committee: On November 13th at 6:30 the first forum, focused on 

climate, will occur. 
ii. Financial Committee: Discussed their most recent funding request 

iii. Outreach Committee: Is focused on putting up office hours, advertising 
the forum and utilizing the snapchat.  

6. New Business 
a. USO funding request 

i. BSA and ISO are requesting $700 for a trip to the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture in Washington D.C. The money 
they are asking for will pay for half of the cost of the bus. Attendees will 
pay $20 to go. They will open the remaining seats to members of the 
community. Any amount will be helpful. 

1. Currently USO only has $375 dollars for the semester, however 
there are roll-over funds available.  

2. There is also substantial money in roll-over. 
ii. Discussion: 

1. This year SGA has a stricter budget than in previous years. How 
SGA can support clubs not financially is a good thing to consider. 

2. Tahj’ae affirmed Isaac’s earlier suggestion to fund $350. 
3. Chealsea said it would be really valuable to fund the full $700. 
4. Dags mentioned that the CAC trip is coming up where students can 

go to DC for five dollars.. 
Motion (Justice ): To give BSA  $375 from the USO funds and then attempt to give them 
the rest of the $700 from the roll-over fund. 
 
Chelsea seconds. 
 
Further discussion:  

1. Emma asked if we wanted to include in our motion mention about the roll-
over fun, stating tHannah said that due to the process and structure of SGA  

 



Approve: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstaining: 2 
Motion passes. 
 

b.  Young Conservative Voices funding request 
i. Young Conservative Voices is requesting $330 for club t-shirts.vThey 

want to purchase 25 t-shirts and currently have 15 active members, but 
there is a discount for buying more t-shirts. The shirts would be a gift 
because those members have been funding various events thus far, as the 
club does not yet have an official budget. However, members are open to 
paying a small fee if SGA does not completely fund the t-shirts. 

ii. The young democrats currently does not have t-shirts. It is likely that 
Young Democrats will request similar amounts to Young Conservative 
Voices, but perhaps for different things. 

iii.  Earlier this year SGA gave Rotaract Club $150 dollars for t-shirts. 
iv. Discussion: 

1. Isaac said paying for T-shirts is not a priority. Perhaps we should 
be more focused on paying activities. 

2. Anisa mentioned that we should be wary of what we attach our 
name to, what we fund since there are no stipulations about what 
can be on the shirts.  

3. Justice said that our priority should be keeping in mind that we will 
have to then give equal amount to the Young Democrats. 

4. Emma H.  mentioned that the club, Young Conservative Voices, is 
not budget earning. There is a danger in giving money for 
advertising especially if a club doesn’t survive.  

5. Hannah noted that both political clubs were offered money from 
Democrat and Republican organizations  in Harrisonburg but had 
to decline due to various rules that EMU has.  

6. Emma said that $150 dollars is the most equitable. 
 
 

Motion (Emma H.): To give the Young Conservative Voices $150 for their t-shirts. 
 

Further Discussion: 
1. Emma H. asked the senate if they are willing to fund other t-shirt 

requests from other clubs, because $150 dollars was approved to 
Rotaract t-shirts senate must try to give equal amount to this 
request.  

2. Justice relayed that Young Conservative Voices president, Paul 
Kayembe, mentioned that if they don’t receive t-shirts they will be 
hesitant about attending various events off campus.  

3. Emma H. questioned what  message will be sent if this is the first 
funding request denied all year, because they are the only 
conservative club on a very liberal campus.  



4. Rhonda mentioned that if we deny this, we are saying no more t-
shirts to any clubs.  

5. Anisa brought up Take-Back-The-Night and the possibility they 
might be requesting money for t-shirts. 
 

Motion (Isaac): To not fund The Young Conservative voices funding request because 
SGA wants to further prioritize funding events. 
 
Chelsea seconds. 
 
Further Discussion: 

1. Theo wanted to bring back up what Emma H. said, about the message this 
could send, given the political makeup of this campus. He also shared that 
t-shirts do have use when it comes to creating group cohesiveness.  

2. Emma mentioned that a statement about t-shirt funding, and the 
prioritizing of events could be made if the request is denied, especially 
because of the leader’s vocality about injustices on campus.  

3. Justice questioned if it is likely that more clubs will request t-shirts. 
4. Hannah suggested maybe starting a policy on t-shirts at the start of the 

semester.  
 

Approve: 0 
Against: 8 
Abstaining: 4 
Motion denied. 

 
Motion (Emma H.): To give The Young Conservative Voices $100 dollars with the 
understanding that future funding requests should be for events.  
 
Isaac seconds. 
 
Amended Motion (Justice): To give The Young Conservative Voices $150 dollars with 
the understanding that future funding requests should be for events.  
  
Isaac seconds.  
 
Approve: 11 
Against: 0 
Abstaining: 2 
Motion passes. 
 

7. Open Floor 
 

Meeting ended at 9:10pm 
Recorded by Anisa Leonard 
 



 


