STEPS IN ACHIEVING THE MA DEGREE IN CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION or THE MA DEGREE IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
The Center for Justice and Peacebuilding (CJP) uses metrics to assess both knowledge and skill competencies of students who wish to pursue either the Master of Arts (MA) degree in Conflict Transformation or MA in Restorative Justice. All students admitted to either MA program will be required to demonstrate competency in core knowledge and skill areas as outlined below before attaining the degree:
1. Advancement to Candidacy:

Students who are admitted to the MA degree programs at the CJP must demonstrate that they have successfully understood and incorporated core knowledge competencies. All MA students are therefore required to successfully complete (pass) a comprehensive final that incorporates essential knowledge and concepts from the required Foundations for Justice & Peacebuilding I & II courses. This graded comprehensive final will be written towards the end of the second Foundations course in the spring term.  Students will be granted, if needed, the option of rewriting the final (or portions of it) one time.  Students who are unable to demonstrate sufficient knowledge of core material will be granted a Graduate Certificate (GC) in Conflict Transformation (assuming they have maintained a 2.75 GPA or higher and have successfully completed 15 credit hours) or a GC in Restorative Justice (assuming they have maintained a 2.75 GPA or higher and have successfully completed 18 credit hours, including the requirements for this GC), but will not advance to candidacy for the MA degree.

2. Practice Skills Assessment:

All MA students at the CJP are expected to demonstrate certain skill competencies by the time they graduate. In the process of taking the required (core) courses, all students will be exposed to the skill competencies listed on the left-hand side (below). Students will be encouraged to develop some of the specific competencies listed on the right hand side; compiling a professional portfolio which will include a summary of skills added or developed during their time in the program. MA students are required to take at least one 3 credit skills assessment course in the fall or spring semester.
	Competencies in Core Courses
	Competencies in Specialization & Skills Courses

	· Presentation Skills

· Case Analysis 

· Self-Management & Self-Care

· Teambuilding
· Interpersonal Relational Skills

· Reflective Practice

· Cultural Competency
· Ethical Issues

· Understanding Peacebuilding Theories (CT, RJ, Trauma Healing)

· Theories of Change
· Theories of Practice 

· Research & Interview Skills
· Partnership & Networking Skills
	· Negotiation & Mediation*
· Facilitation & Dialogue Processes*
· Trauma Healing Practices & Skills*

· Restorative Justice Practices & Skills*

· Monitoring & Evaluation

· Training Design & Delivery

· Community Development/Organizing

· Advocacy & Activism

· Multi-Party Negotiation
· Conflict Coaching

· Project Design & Management (MBA)

· Organizational Management (MBA)

*Skills covered in fall and spring courses


3. Research class: 
All MA students must pass the required research course (PAX 535 Research Methods for Social Change) satisfactorily to graduate with an MA degree from CJP. Students are encouraged to also take an applied research course.
4. Practicum:

In order to graduate, MA students must satisfactorily complete a 6-9 credit practicum (in very select cases a student can apply and be approved to write a thesis in lieu of a practicum).
G:\Policy & Procedure\Graduate Program\Advancement to Candidacy for MA degrees.doc   revised 8/16

