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This is our Kairos. This is our moment, as peacegdies, to lead the way and
practice what we preach. Kairos is an ancient Gveakl signifying “opportune” or
“supreme” moment. It is also the word which resaadith black South African
theologians in 1985 when they published the Kadosument; the historic document
which challenged the churches’ response to Apattieventy four years later the
patriarchs and heads of churches in The Holy Law liollowed in their footsteps with
Kairos Palestine, a declaration about the reafityppression for the Palestinian people
and a call for supporting a just peace. Specificaifiey called for universities and
churches to use the same tactic used in endinghapdin South Africa in

Israel/Palestine, namely: boycott, divestment aretsons.

This is our Kairos. It is our opportune momentaspond decisively to the call
from our brothers and sisters in the Palestiniandt Israeli peace activists, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, and to the prophetic voices withinawun churches who urge us to take
our investments out of companies that profit framd aupport the Israeli Occupation. The
occupation which puts a 30 foot cement wall betwieemers and their land, individuals
and their employment, families and communities. dbeupation which, in clear
violation of the 4" Geneva Convention, has built and continues taltsgttiement after
settlement on Palestinian land. The occupation hwvhilows the demolition of 18,000
Palestinian homes and counting, the death of 388reh the recent war in Gaza, and the

occupation which we are all complicit in—but we ddrave to be.



Mennonite Mutual Aid (MMA), the agency through whimost Mennonite
institutions and many individuals, probably somegat, invest their money is a leader in
socially responsible investment. Their standardsobfinvesting in companies that
violate human rights or promote warfare mean thagtrweapons contractors and similar
companies are already screened out of their invagnlt was surprising, then, to realize
that the Mennonite Church, Mennonite Educationa¢dgy (MEA) and Mennonite
Mutual Aid have not already divested from all comiga that enable the Occupation,
such as Motorola and others.

Motorola, up until last April, made bomb fuses foe Israeli army. After Israel
dropped thousands of bombs in the 22 day war, ltlhéyto restock. Hence bomb
manufacturers, and fuse makers such as Motorolde mm@ney. So, everyone invested in
Motorola, including EMU and MMA, made money, andfged from the suffering of
others. It is a testament to the effectivenessgtott divestment and sanctions that
Motorola finally stopped producing those fusesradteoncentrated and continual
international divestment campaign. But Motorolateares to produce much of the
intelligence technology and communications equipimarch as surveillance towers in
settlements, used by the military to facilitate tloeupation. And we continue to support
that.

| first heard of EMU and Mennonites in general whiling in Jerusalem, when |
met students from the cross-cultural. At that tmmeny of my classmates and family
friends were Palestinians that felt the effectmsfitutional racism and systemic
oppression in a very real and daily way. My friédamheer, for instance, couldn’t visit her

parents in Nablus though she lived in Bethlehem flean 35 miles away because she



could not get past the checkpoints. Later, | metvida who spent over two years in
Israeli jails without being charged with anythingdavhose brother in-law died because
he wasn't allowed through the checkpoint to thepitak | met a family who rebuilt their
home for the third time after the Israelis demadidlit, claiming it was too close to the
illegal settlement and illegal wall.

Over the past three years | have immersed mys&ffennonite school, church,
and culture and have come to identify deeply waltriadition of pacifism, social
activism and prophetic witness. It pains me toktlirat EMU, MEA and everyone else
invested through MMA are still investing in compasithat support normalizing
settlements, the operation of checkpoints, or trestuction of walls. It pains me to be
complicit in the suffering of many of my friendslsrael/Palestine. It hurts for the sake
of my friends, but also for the Mennonite communityich is not living up to its own
principles in this area.

The words are all there—MMA's stewardship investtrolicy clearly states
that companies they invest in should “respect agbart the basic human rights of all
people to self-determination” and not “take advgataf relationships with oppressive
political regimes.” Their stated policy and awardwng experience in socially-
responsible investment make MMA one of the bestifig institutions to divest from
the Occupation.

As a student who, along with many others, has ppeshing for this incomplete
application of MMA's policy to be rectified for ove year, | have to ask myself—why

hasn’t this move been made? What are the obstactebow can they be overcome?



The first obstacle is equating criticism of theakr state with anti-Semitism. It is
not anti-Semitic to hold the state of Israel actable to the same standards of
international law and human rights that we holdrgeee else to, including Palestinians.
We do not and would not invest in suicide bombetsy should we invest in home
demolitions or the siege on Gaza? Too often indegire to identify with both sides of
the conflict we take a “neutral” position whichasything but. As Archbishop Desmond
Tutu so aptly put it:

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, ybave chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on theofeal mouse and you say that you are
neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neityrdlA delegation of representatives
from MCC, MMA and other Mennonite organizationstthited Israel/Palestine in 2007
was aware of this. In their open letter to the Mmmte Church they clearly stated that:
“The continuing Israeli military occupation and ttispossession of Palestinians is
sinful” The letter continued by recommending thau€h institutions “avoid
investments which violate international law andrpode violence”.

However, in a tradition which values relationshgpsstrongly there is also a fear
that divestment would mean straining friendshipghwur Jewish brothers and sisters.
But | ask you, what kind of a friendship are wénave with one another? Do true friends
not hold each other accountable in truth and |IdA®2 Corinthians 13 says “love does
not delight in (or, | would add, refuse to talk abocevil, but rejoices in the truth”. If our
Jewish friends question our commitment to themearce based on our divestment policy
we need to answer confidently that we do not warbintribute to any of the cycle of

violence, be it Israeli structural and military Mnce, or Palestinian violence. Our love



for God’s people, all of God’s people, required tha first do no harm, and then
contribute positively towards peace. Divestmensfaito the “do no harm” category.

As another obstacle, you may ask: “Won’t divestnmaatin losing money?”
There are several answers to this. Firstly, | woaldind you of MMA's stellar work of
accruing profits without compromising moral intégr socially responsible investment
is what theydo, their faithfulness in this means we are closafivestment than most.
Secondly, history shows that in the long run it bareconomically disadvantageous to
invest in injustice. But mostly, while understankdah think this is the wrong question. A
better one might be “Who are we saying that weafase don’t divest™?

If our identity as peace churches is to be bourttie tradition of prophets that cry out:

“Shout out, do not hold back!...Announce to my gdedpeir rebellion” (Isaiah 58:1)
"Is not this the kind of fasting | have chosentdose the chains of injustice 1o set the
oppressed free” (Isaiah 58:6)

“let justice roll on like a river” (Amos 5:24)

“Let us not grow weary of doing what is right” (@#ans 6:9)

and even “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mathe®y 2

If we want to claim that, we had better make vemesve have our priorities straight.
Peace churches should not be making war progtsog.

Finally, there’s the question of timing. | starigffl saying “this is our Kairos”, |
believe that. Not only because the divestment meavens growing worldwide but
because | believe that the right time to do no higradways now. The right time to do

what is right is always right now. We do not neeavait until every single voice has



been heard, we do not need to wait until other hm&rchurches take this step, we rout
need to wait to stop investing in human rightsafioin or in the suffering of our brothers
and sisters. Dialogue and education about Isrdekfae and debate about steps forward
can and should continued, divestment does notiirthiét. Divestment gives us clean
hands from which to start the conversation.

Like most steps towards justice, this step is digtwary small. It requires that
each one of us which is invested through MMA, imdlinally or institutionally, speak out
and hold it, and each other, accountable to thecjplies of peace we hold to under the
rule of the Prince of Peace. It requires that thogmsitions of power, our boards of
trustees, pastors, and decision makers at Midfgnand have the courage to be
consistent with their own doctrine and policiegeluires, as always, prayer and
humility, honesty and integrity in explaining owaision to others and ultimately, the
courage to go beyond words and into action.dAtedivest from the oppression of our

neighbor. This is our Kairos.
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